
SPONSORED FEATURETHE MERCURY   Friday March 23 2018    9 

CORPORATES, retailers and 
organisations extended their helping 
hands and exchanged warm smiles 
at the Community Chest’s 20th 
annual Day of Caring, held on 
Wednesday, March 14.

The volatile economic climate 
makes fundraising challenging and 
unpredictable. This often results 
in many charitable organisations 
sidelining their maintenance 
budgets in favour of supporting 
essential services to beneficiaries. 
The volunteers and their activities 
on the Day of Caring become a 
godsend with regard to providing 
resources to complete much needed 
maintenance projects. 

Volunteers from seven different 
companies gave up a day of work 
at the office, to complete projects 
such as gardening and painting at 
nine organisations in the greater 
Durban area. It is not often that 
donors get to meet and become 
directly involved with beneficiaries of 
their funding and the Day of Caring 

therefore becomes a meaningful 
and deeply rewarding interaction for 
all concerned.

It was an exciting start to the 
day as volunteers were treated 
to a breakfast, ensuring that they 
were energised. Goodie bags full of 
sponsored refreshments were handed 
to each volunteer. Each team was 
dispatched to their relevant sites, 
accompanied by Community Chest 
staff members who were project 
coordinators.

Volunteers were treated to lunch 
and each team was awarded with 
a certificate in recognition of their 
participation. The Community Chest 
extends its gratitude to all sponsors, 
volunteers and project staff that have 
made the Day of Caring a success.  

The Community Chest assists 
many charitable organisations by 
providing funding for running costs 
and capacity building training. 

For more info, contact 
Community Chest on 031 303 3890 
or info@giving.org.za.

20 YEARS OF MAKING A DIFFERENCE
PROJECTS
• Lakehaven Child and Youth Care 
Centre
Durban and Coastal Mental Health – 
• Austerville Halfway House
• Azalea Halfway House
• Manor Halfway House
• Headway Natal
• Phoenix Child and Family Welfare 
Society 
• Turning Point – Amanzimtoti Trauma 
Unit 
• Ihlombe Early Childhood 
Development Centre 
VOLUNTEERS 
• SA Navy
• Spar KZN
• Legal Aid SA – Pinetown office
• Massdiscounters/Game
• Varsity College – Westville
• SA Sugar Association
• Katsi Youth in Action
SPONSORS
• AkzoNobel
• Barney’s Eggs
• Berea Congregational Church

• Caltex Windermere, 
Windermere Fresh Stop
• CC Food and Beverages
• Checkers
• Denny Mushrooms
• Dulux Specialist Paint Centre, 
Durban North
• Dulux Specialist Paint Centre, 
Stamford Hill
• Food Lover’s Market – Berea
• Future Life Health Products
• Futurelife Foundation
• Gromor
• Hingham Nursery
• Hanim’s Pies
• Hydrate – 
The Water Co
• Kies Supermarket
• Love Me Candy
• Manoli’s Munchies
• Mouldings and Frames Int.
• Natal Art and Craft
• OK Value
• Panbake
• Star Meats
• Venga Juice

A word from some of 
the volunteers

DAY OF CARING

Massdiscounters
Isabel le Roux, of team Massdiscounters, worked 

at Manor Halfway house, said: “To help someone 
when least expected is the greatest feeling. To the 
gentleman for whom we painted your room – we 
hope you enjoy the new look, it was our pleasure. 
Sweet dreams.”

SA Sugar Association
As South African Sugar Association (SASA), 

we believe in the spirit of Ubuntu. Teaming up with 
Community Chest is one of our ways of contributing 
to society and helping improve the lives of those in 
need. Painting murals at Phoenix Child Welfare was 
a wonderful and touching experience for us. The 
reception area is now colourful and we trust it will 
bring smiles to the faces of children. 

The Day of Caring is a necessary reminder that 

as humans we need each other, and that we have 
to look after and take care of the less fortunate, 
especially children. 

Premesha Moodley – SASA

Katsi Youth in Action
“As an exchange student who has been warmly 

welcomed into South Africa, I really appreciated 
being able to give a little something back to the 
community, even if it was just for a few hours. My 
team was painting passages in a centre in Phoenix, 
and even though we didn’t know much about painting 
before we got there, we learnt as we went, and had a 
lot of fun during the day as well. Sometimes it really 
feels good to do something practical with immediate 
and visible results, and the Day of Caring gave me 
that experience,”

Astrid “Xolile” Groetteland. 

THANK you Dulux Specialist Paint Centre (Matthews Meyiwa Road and Kenneth 
Kaunda Road) and AkzoNobel, for sponsoring the paint, brushes and other items needed 
to complete all the projects.  This is the 20th year of support received from Dulux 
Specialist Paint centre.  Their support is overwhelming as they sponsor every essential 
item, such as masking tape, turpentine and even cloths.  Each item is individually labelled 
and delivered to the Community Chest.  In addition, they also sponsor a special Day of 
Caring t-shirt for each volunteer.  
Ken Naicker and his team may be contacted on 031 309 4553 or 031 563 5000.

Dulux Specialist Paint Centre

The third SA Navy team sprung into action painting the interior walls of a crèche at the 
Ihlombe Early Childhood Development Centre.

One of the SA Navy teams made mother nature happy as they joined their green hands 
to create a bright environment for the children at Lakehaven Children’s Home.

SPAR KZN made an impressive and colourful difference by painting 
the kitchen and pantry of the Durban and Coastal Mental Health – 
Austerville Halfway House.

The Massdiscounters/Game team did an outstanding job painting the 
interior of Durban and Coastal Mental Health – Manor Halfway House.

Team Legal Aid SA did an excellent job at the Durban and Coastal 
Mental Health – Azalea Halfway House, painting the life skills room, 
pantry wall and ceiling.

Varsity 
College 
Westville 
scraped, 
sealed and 
painted an 
interior wall 
in the physio- 
gym area 
at Headway 
Natal

Left and right: 
The SA Sugar 
Association 
team brought 
out their 
creative sides 
painting murals 
at the reception 
of the Phoenix 
Child and Family 
Welfare Society.

The Katsi Youth in Action expressed their joys in giving back to the 
Phoenix Child and Family Welfare society by painting the passages, 
kitchen and ceiling.

The second 
SA Navy team 
added a splash 
of colour on 
the interior 
walls of a safe 
house at the 
Turning Point–
Amanzimtoti 
Trauma Unit.


